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  President’s Pen  
 

 

And now for some good news… 
 
In recent newsletters, there has been an appeal to our membership to consider joining 
our Branch’s Board of Directors. Roberta Sherman and I have been very fortunate in 
that many members have participated on committees for Program and Membership 
over the last two years as these VP positions were vacant. Given the challenge, we 
were extremely proud of our program content and our membership initiatives. Many 
branch members were helpful in suggestions for program speakers and recruitment 
opportunities.  Moving forward we firmly believed it was critical to the branch’s viability 
to have leaders in all of the open positions as well as replacements for the both of us. 
 
We are delighted to share the results of our recruitment efforts and to acknowledge the 
willingness of those who have agreed to serve. The 2017-19 Board of Directors 
nominations are as follows: 
 
President: Dianne Mero 
Dianne was born and educated in Plainfield, IL. She earned her undergraduate degree 
in Biology from Illinois State University, a Masters in Educational Administration from 
UNC-Chapel Hill and her Ph.D. in Educational Leadership from American University. A 
teacher and public school administrator for 35 years in several school districts, in her 
retirement she manages an education-consulting firm and does volunteer work. 
Formerly an officer in the AAUW Rockville (MD) branch, Dianne has enjoyed the many 
activities and services of the Reston-Herndon Branch since joining in 2015. Dianne lives 
in Oakton with her husband, Jim. They have three adult children and two grandchildren.   
 
VP: Janine Greenwood 
Janine recently retired as an attorney. The first twenty years of her career were as 
legal counsel to television news organizations and the second twenty as counsel 
to nonprofit organizations which provide support services to higher 
education. She has a BA from the University of Pittsburgh and an MS in 
Journalism and a JD from Columbia University. Janine is a member of Lobby 
Corps. Her husband is Ralph and between them they have four children and four 
grandchildren. 
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VP-Program: Judy Skirbunt 
Judy received her undergraduate degree from Ursuline College for Women. She 
taught at South Lakes H.S. for 30 years and was Teacher of the Year two times. 
During her tenure she was Chairman of the Social Studies Department and lead 
mentor for new teachers. She was Chairman of the Hunter Mill Democratic 
Committee and a Citizen Member of the State Board of Psychology 1986-1990. As 
a branch member she has served co-chair of the Committee formerly known as 
Cultural Diversity and Great Decisions. She is currently a member of the Branch’s 
Human Trafficking sub-committee. She lives in Reston with her husband, Ted. 
Their son lives in the area as well. 
 
VP-Membership: Ilene Banker 
Ilene is a retired Loudoun County Public School Educator and Administrator. She is 
presently a Virginia PALS reading tutor in LCPS. She is the Mother of two professional 
women, one a Worker’s Rights lawyer in D.C. and the younger one, a new Phd 
candidate in Bio-Behavioral Science.  A New Jersey transplant since 1990 and a 
happily married woman for almost 40 years to Charlie, a Mobil Corporation retiree who 
was Manager of Investor Relations.  Both Charlie and Ilene grew up in NYC and 
attended New York University for their graduate degrees. Ilene played a significant role 
in membership recruitment this past year. 
 
Sharon Gilman, our current Secretary, is running for a second term and Ruth 
Ruttenberg, our current Treasurer, will continue for the second year of her current 
term.  
 
Now that you are overwhelmed by the credentials of these women, be sure to 
thank them for their volunteerism and ask how you can help them ensure our 
branch remains vibrant and relevant. 
 
The election will be held at our general membership meeting in May. There is a new 
date of Wednesday, May 10th. The new Board’s term will begin July 1 and during the 
interim, Roberta and I will be briefing the new Board members on branch affairs to 
ensure a smooth transition.  
 

Honored Members 
Each year, Virginia AAUW Branches are given the opportunity to honor members for 
their contributions to the success of their respective branches. The number honored is 
dependent on branch member donations to AAUW Funds. Reston-Herndon members 
contributed a substantial amount to AAUW Funds this last year and as such we were 
asked by State to acknowledge 16 members at the State Annual Meeting. 
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These are our honorees: 
 

 Roberta Sherman – for serving in multiple capacities over many years 
with limitless energy and commitment.  

 Beatrice Malone (in memorial)  

 Ruth Ruttenberg – for serving as Treasurer – 3 years to date. 

 Sharon Gilman – for serving as Secretary – 2 years to date. 

 Judi Polizzotti – for Co-Chairing Public Policy and Great Decisions 
(Reston) 

 Mary Zane – for Co-Chairing Public Policy and her work on the Human 
Trafficking Study Group. 

 Judy Skirbunt – for previously Co-Chairing Arts & Culture, currently 
helping Great Decisions (Reston) and for her work on the Human 
Trafficking Study Group. 

 Shirley Finkelstein – for Co-Chairing Book Group for many years. 

 Ellen Rugel – for Co-Chairing Book Group for many years. 

 Marilyn Silvey – for her recruitment efforts at Ashby Ponds. 

 Cynthia Hausdorff – for launching Great Decisions at Ashby Ponds.  

 Ilene Banker – for her multiple recruitment efforts in Reston and 
Herndon. 

 Judith Christofferson – for Chairing the Mentor Program. 

 Lynne Mulston – for Website support. 

 Carol Flicker - for Co-Chairing Arts & Culture. 

 Fran Lovaas – for Chairing Adopt-a Spot. 

 
Without the time and efforts of these honored members, our branch would not 
exist. Please be sure to acknowledge and thank them at a future branch event. 

Introducing AAUW’s New CEO, Kimberly Churches  

AAUW is excited to announce that Kimberly Churches will be our chief executive officer 

starting June 1, 2017. Kimberly comes to AAUW from the Brookings Institution, where 

she strategically guided the public policy organization, providing vision and problem-

solving skills, expansive partnerships and external relations, and fundraising as the 

managing director. Before joining Brookings, Kimberly was an associate vice chancellor 

at the University of Denver, a director of development at the University of North Florida, 

and a division director at the American Heart Association. She has extensive 

http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/AauwBlog/~3/tRyayXZAjcM/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
https://www.brookings.edu/about-us/brookings-leadership/kimberly-churches-managing-director/
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experience working collaboratively on education (K–12 and higher education) as well as 

capacity building among grassroots groups and national and international nonprofits. 

Churches earned her BA at Florida State University in English Education and the 

Certified Fund Raising Executive affiliation in 2002. 

 

Upcoming State Elections… 
Watch your email for the voting instructions for AAUW of Virginia’s online state 
elections.  The email message will be coming from AAUW National, our service 
provider for voting and elections. 
 
It is very important that you vote and help us make our quorum!  Although your 
vote is private, we will have statistics and will be recognizing all branches with 
over 40% of eligible members voting and especially those with the highest 
percent voting. 
 
The state election process opens on April 13 and closes on May 5, midnight.  The 
process should be quick and easy! See the full Voter Guide on the AAUW of 
Virginia website at aauw-va.aauw.net or in the 2017 Winter/Spring Vision.  If you 
have questions, please email the AAUW of Virginia Co-Presidents, 
sandyaauw@juno.com or pnquick@cox.net  
 
Please vote and help your branch be recognized for its active participation in 
AAUW of Virginia’s One Member One Vote process.  
 
AAUW of Virginia Co-Presidents 
Patsy Quick and Sandy Lawrence 

 
Membership – Please welcome new member, Cheryl Sella. Be on the lookout for her 

at upcoming events. We still have a few more potential new or returning members on 
the radar. We gained 17 new members this past fiscal year which helped offset our non-
renewals. 

 
Upcoming Branch Events… 

Thursday, Apr. 20, 7:00pm – Presentation by Na'ama Gold 
Na’ama is a Technion Israeli government "facilitator" for high-tech start-ups. Technion 
is currently building a facility on Roosevelt Island--off Manhattan--in conjunction with a 
university to nurture and develop high-tech innovations. Na’ama will speak about her 

mailto:aauw-va.aauw.net
mailto:sandyaauw@juno.com
mailto:pnquick@cox.net
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youth in Israel, the education system and how promising youth are channeled through 
their Army service. Location: No. County Govt. Center - Reston.  
 
Saturday, Apr. 22, Noon – Joint AAUW and NCNW Mother-Daughter-
Granddaughter Luncheon, Mon Ami Gabi Restaurant, Reston 
Create a legacy of Women’s Advocacy. Introduce your daughters and granddaughters 
to AAUW and NCNW. Paula Young Shelton is the author of “Child of the Civil Rights 
Movement”. As the daughter of Civil Rights activist Andrew Young, she brings a child’s 
unique perspective to an important chapter in America’s history. Reservations are a 
must by 4/15. Lunch is $31.50 per person and includes a choice of 3 entrees and 
desserts, beverages, bread and butter. Please mail a check payable to AAUW Reston-
Herndon Area Branch to Ruth Ruttenberg, 1767 Wainwright Dr., Reston, VA 20190 
 
Change in Date - Wednesday, May 10th - General Membership Meeting, Election 
on Board of Directors, Dinner at Gregorio’s in Reston – More details to follow! 
 
Saturday, May 20, 10:00am – Noon, Joint Meeting with the Giving Circle of HOPE 
"Becoming an Informed Philanthropist: How to Evaluate a Non-Profit 
Organization's Stability and Health." Location: Refractions at Reston Town 
Center. 
 
The program will be a panel-format, with each panelist speaking 20-25 minutes 
and a Q/A session at the end. IT is expected that there will be 3-4 speakers two of 
whom are: 
Paul Evans - Paul was AFAC's treasurer a few years ago and has worked with 
several other nonprofit organizations. He has a knack for explaining financials in 
real terms to real people.  
Todd Ihrig- Todd is a well-known Arlington community member and adviser. He 
will discuss his “Give With A Plan” model: 
http://www.investwithaplan.com/p/give-with-a-plan 
 
Look for an EVITE the week of May 1. 
 
June 14-17 – AAUW National Convention – Washington, DC – Go to www.aauw.org 
and click on the heading “Convention”. The next page will have information about 
registration, agenda, speakers, etc.  

   
gail Parsons 
gailiff90@gmail.com 

http://www.investwithaplan.com/p/give-with-a-plan
http://www.aauw.org/
mailto:gailiff90@gmail.com

